finer and more delicate than that of Spain, and the
other with the hair found on the breast of a wild
goat from Tibet. L he latter kind fetched the best
prices ; a price of a hundred and fifty rupees was
nothing out of the common. The shawls made with
the native wool of Kashmir sold for about fifty
rupees. Both kinds owed their delicate texture and
softness, it was supposed, to certain properties in
the water of the country.
After his visit to Kashmir Bernier seems to
have parted company with the Mughal Court.
In November 1665 he left Agra with the French
jeweller Tavernier for Bengal. He found this pro-
vince excelling Egypt in fertility. It produced rice
in such abundance that it supplied not only
neighbouring provinces but remote states. Sugar
was another of its products much in demand, its
exports going as far as Arabia and Persia. The
Portuguese, who had many settlements on the delta
of the Ganges and the adjacent coasts, had introduc-
ed special kinds of confectionery, in which there
was a valuable trade. Cotton and silk textiles* were
also produced and exported in large quantities, The
cheapness of provisions struck Bernier, as it had
struck Ibn Batuta. Twenty or more good fowls
could be purchased for a single rupee, and fish was
Abundant. Many of the European adventurers,
Portuguese, English, and Dutch, resorted to this
Province and settled down there : there was a say-
ing current among them that there were a hundred
gates open for entrance, bat not one for departure.